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FIFE LAKE TOWNSHIP  

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

(Ordinance No. 2021- 09-23/305)  

At a regular meeting of the Township Board for Fife Lake Township held at the Fife Lake 

Township Hall, 134 Morgan Street, Fife Lake, MI 49633 on September 23, 2021, and commencing 

at 6:00p.m., the following Ordinance was offered for adoption by Township Board Member Clerk, 

Leigh Gifford and was seconded by Township Board Member Treasurer, Cathy Sorrow: 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR FIFE 

LAKE TOWNSHIP BY ENACTING A NEW CHAPTER 305 ENTITLED 

“NOISE REGULATION AND PROHIBITION.”   

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF FIFE LAKE (the “Township”) ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Enacting of Chapter 305. Article 300, Chapter 305 of the Code of Ordinances for Fife 

Lake Township entitled “Noise Regulation and Prohibition” is hereby enacted and reads in its 

entirety as follows:  

 

Chapter 305 Noise Regulation and Prohibition.  

 

305.001 Finding and Purpose. 

 

1. The Township finds that noise in violation of this Chapter negatively impacts 

the general health, safety, and welfare of the public.  

 

2. The purpose of this Chapter is to protect the general health, safety, and welfare 

of the public through the regulation and prohibition of certain noise.  

 

305.002 Definitions.  For the purpose of this Chapter, the following definitions will apply 

unless the context clearly indicates or requires otherwise: 

 

1. “Decibel (dB)” means a unit of measuring the volume of sound, equal to twenty 

(20) times the logarithm of the base ten (10) of the ratio of the pressure of the 

sound measured to the reference pressure, which is twenty (20) micropascals 

(twenty (20) micronewtons per square meter). 

 

2. “Person” means an individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, 

limited liability company, or other legal entity. 

 

3. “Plainly audible” means capable of being distinctly heard by an individual with 

normal hearing.  

 

4. “Sound level meter” means an instrument which includes a microphone, 

amplifier, RMS detector, integrator or time average, output meter and weighing 
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networks used to measure sound pressure levels and that meets the standards of 

ANSI S-14 1983, or its successor. 

 

5. “Weighted sound level” means the sound pressure level in decibels as measured 

on a sound level meter using the A-weighing network. The level read is 

designated dB (A) or dBA. 

 

305.003 General Prohibitions. 

 

1. No person is permitted to make, cause to be made, or cause to be continued, 

any noise which by its intensity, recurrence, tone, volume, frequency, duration, 

or amplitude unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures, irritates, or impairs the 

comfort, quiet, repose, health, or peace of a reasonable individual with normal 

sensory sensitivities. 

 

2. No property owner is permitted to knowingly allow other persons to make, 

cause to be made, or cause to be continued, any noise which by its intensity, 

recurrence, tone, volume, frequency, duration, or amplitude unreasonably 

annoys, disturbs, injures, irritates, or impairs the comfort, quiet, repose, health, 

or peace of a reasonable individual with normal sensory sensitivities. 

 

305.004 Specific Prohibitions. 

 

1. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any automobile, truck, 

motorcycle, boat, or other motor vehicle in a public place, except as a danger 

or safety warning, is prohibited.  

 

2. The operation of any automobile, truck, motorcycle, boat, or other motor 

vehicle in a manner that creates a noise, including but not limited to the 

screeching of tires or unmuffled exhaust, which by its intensity, recurrence, 

tone, volume, frequency, duration, or amplitude unreasonably annoys, disturbs, 

injures, irritates, or impairs the comfort, quiet, repose, health, or peace of a 

reasonable individual with normal sensory sensitivities is prohibited. 

 

3. The playing of music, a musical instrument, radio, television, or any sound 

producing device between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in such a 

manner as to be plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet or more from the place 

occupied or controlled, whichever is greater, by the person playing the music, 

musical instrument, radio, television, or sound producing device is prohibited.  

 

4. The use of a loudspeaker or other type of sound amplifier between hours of 

11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in such a manner that the noise being amplified is 

plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet or more from the place occupied or 

controlled, whichever is greater, by the person using the loudspeaker or other 

type of sound amplifier is prohibited.  
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5. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, or singing between hours of 11:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 a.m. in such a manner that the yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, or 

singing is plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet or more from the place 

occupied or controlled, whichever is greater, by the individual yelling, shouting, 

hooting, whistling, or singing is prohibited.  

 

6. The keeping of any animal that causes noise which by its intensity, recurrence, 

tone, volume, frequency, duration, or amplitude unreasonably annoys, disturbs, 

injures, irritates, or impairs the comfort, quiet, repose, health, or peace of a 

reasonable individual with normal sensory sensitivities is prohibited.  

 

7.  Any noise exceeding 60 dB (A), weighted sound level between the hours of 

11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. as measured by a sound level meter at a distance of at 

least 50 feet from the place occupied or controlled, whichever is greater, by the 

person, machine, instrument, or animal making the noise is prohibited.  

 

305.005 Exceptions. The restrictions and prohibitions imposed by Section 305.003 and 

305.004 do not apply to the following:  

 

1. Any police, fire, or other emergency services person or motor vehicle engaged 

in an activity within the scope of duty.  

 

2. Noise from any noise emitting safety device such as back-up beepers and civil 

defense warning sirens; provided such noise emitting devices are being 

operated in an otherwise lawful manner.  

 

3. Excavations, repairs, maintenance, construction, or other projects being 

performed by or on behalf of the Township, Grand Traverse County, or the 

State of Michigan.  

 

4. Farming operations to the extent such activity is protected by the Michigan 

Right to Farm Act, PA 93 of 1981 (MCL 286.471 et seq.), as amended.  

 

5. Noise relating to the use of snow blowers or other machinery for snow removal 

purposes between the hours of 5:00 am and 10:00 pm.  

 

6. Noise related to the use of lawn mowers or other machinery for landscaping 

purposes between the hours of 7:00 am and 10:00 pm. 

 

7. Noise related to the collection of refuse between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 

10:00 p.m. 

 

8. Noise related to the operation of any aircraft; provided the aircraft is being 

operated in an otherwise lawful manner.  
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9. Noise related to the use of fireworks; provided the fireworks are being used in 

an otherwise lawful manner.  

 

10. Noise related to the discharge of a firearm; provided the firearm is being used 

in an otherwise lawful manner.  

 

11. Noise related to parades, festivals, concerts, fairs, or other similar events; 

provided such events are being conducted in an otherwise lawful manner.  

 

305.006 Violation and Penalty. 

 

1. A person who violates this Chapter is responsible for a municipal civil 

infraction and is subject to a civil fine not to exceed $500 in addition to any 

other costs permitted by law for each violation. 

  

2. Any violation of this Chapter is declared to be a nuisance per se.   

 

3. Every incident of noncompliance with this Chapter constitutes a separate 

violation.  

 

4. Nothing in this Chapter precludes the Township from pursuing any other 

remedies available at law or equity. 

 

305.007 Enforcement. The Township Supervisor, Zoning Administrator, the Grand 

Traverse County Sherriff’s Department, and any other person designated by the Township 

Board is authorized to enforce this Chapter.  

 

Section 2. Conflict.  

 

A. Nothing in this Ordinance will be construed in such a manner so as to conflict 

with existing Township ordinances except as otherwise stated herein. 

 

B. Nothing in this Ordinance will be construed in such a manner so as to conflict 

with any State law.  

  

Section 3. Repealer. All other ordinances that conflict with this Ordinance are, to the extent of any 

such conflict, hereby repealed.  

 

Section 4. Savings Clause.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any article, chapter, 

paragraph, sentence, or clause is declared void or inoperable for any reason by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such declaration shall not void any or render inoperable other part or portion of this 

Ordinance. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance will become effective 30 calendar days following its 

publication in the manner required by law.  
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The vote to adopt this Ordinance was as follows:  

 

YEAS: Trustee, Dawn Zimmerman-Yes, Supervisor, Gerianne Street-Yes, Clerk, Leigh Gifford-

Yes, Treasurer, Cathy Sorrow-Yes.  4- Yes.  

   

NAYS: _0 - NO________________________________________________  

ABSENT/ABSTAIN: Trustee Nicole Gibson- 1-Absent      

   

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

________________________________  

Gerianne Street 

Township Supervisor 

 

________________________________ 

Leigh Ann Gifford 

Township Clerk    

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board for Fife 

Lake Township, Grand Traverse County, Michigan, at a meeting of the Township Board duly 

called and held at the date and time stated above.  

    

Adopted: September 23, 2021 

Published: March 02, 2022 

Effective: April 01, 2022 

 

       By:  

             

        

       _______________________________  

Leigh Ann Gifford 

Township Clerk 


